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 mselk@icoph.org 
 
WORLD OPHTHALMIC EDUCATION COLLOQUIUM (WOEC) LUNCHEON 
HONORS MARK TSO, MD 
- Saturday, February 18, 12-1:45 pm, ADNEC Conference Room A/C 
 
 Contacts:  Mark O.M. Tso, MD, (ICO Outgoing Director for Education),  
  email: matso@jhmi.edu 
  Karl Golnik, MD, (ICO Incoming Director for Education),   
   email: kgolnik@fuse.net 
 
Mark Tso, MD, DSc, will be honored by his peers at an invited luncheon for ophthalmic 
educators on Saturday, February 18, for his more than 10 years of extraordinary service 
as International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) Director for Education. 
 
The World Ophthalmic Education Colloquium (WOEC) luncheon will feature three 
stimulating presentations by international experts on medical education: 
 

• Dr. David Nichols, Vice Dean for Education at the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, will present the keynote talk, “The Future of Medical 
Education in Developed and Developing Countries: Challenges and 
Opportunities" and offer his perspective as a medical educator with broad 
international experience outside of ophthalmology on what we can do to 
enhance all levels of ophthalmic training and continuing professional 
development. 

•  Dr. Mark Tso will address the “Past, Present and Future of Ophthalmic 
Education across the Continents,” reflecting on his broad experience. 

•  Dr. Karl Golnik, who will succeed Dr. Tso as ICO Director for Education in 
February, will describe "The Best of ICO Educational Programs." 

 
The full program for the World Ophthalmic Education Colloquium (WOEC) is available 
at:  icoph.org/downloads/woec.pdf 
 
About the International Council of Ophthalmology: 
 
The International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) represents and serves professional 
associations of ophthalmologists, and has more than 120 national and international 
ophthalmologic societies as members. Building a worldwide alliance for sight, the ICO 
works to enhance ophthalmic education and improve access to quality eye care. 
 
The ICO is the sponsor of the World Ophthalmology Congress (WOC), the longest 
continuous international medical meeting, first held in 1857.  
 
Revenue from the WOC supports ICO programs worldwide to preserve and restore 
vision for the people of the world, including programs on refocusing education, 
enhancing eye care and advancing leadership. 
 
For more on the ICO and its programs, see: 

• ICO Web site: www.icoph.org 
• ICO Center for Opththalmic Educators: educators.icoph.org 
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Eye Health: Everyone’s Business
Hyderabad, India, 17-20 September 2012

The premier global event discussing public health topics 
related to blindness and vision impairment 
• Join 1,000+ health professionals 
•  Listen to world-leading experts on eye health

and development
•  Share new ideas and latest research

Abstracts invited on a range of eye health topics. 
Register by 31 March for an early-bird discount!

INTERNATIONAL AGENCY 
FOR THE PREVENTION 
OF BLINDNESS

Charity registered in 
England and Wales No. 1100559

ORGANISINGPARTNER 
LV PRASAD 

EYE INSTITUTE

Win an iPad 2!

Register by 31 March 
to enter the 9GA 

prize draw

www.9ga.iapb.org/registration

Introducing
the OASIS®
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Glendora, California, USA
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Better education will help reduce 
burden of blindness and visual handicap
oPhthalMIc education and training are at 
the heart of activities at the Woc in abu Dhabi 
where the third World ophthalmic education 
colloquium (Woec) takes place. 

the Woec programme features almost 
50 speakers who are presenting on key 
topics of interest to ophthalmologists and 
allied ophthalmic personnel. the Woec in 
abu Dhabi puts the spotlight firmly on the 
importance of ophthalmic education in both 
developed and developing countries.

“I think we can promise delegates a really 
excellent programme which attempts to cover 
many of the principal issues of interest in 
ophthalmic education around the globe,” 
said Mark tso MD, International council of 
ophthalmology (Ico) director for education.

With ophthalmic technology and techniques 
constantly evolving, there is an obvious need 
for medical practitioners to keep their skills 
and knowledge up-to-date. as Dr tso sees it, 
the Woec exists to give ophthalmologists and 
associated medical personnel the tools and 
information they need to enhance their training 
and deepen their knowledge and experience.

the Woec programme in abu Dhabi 
includes sessions focusing on topics such 
as innovative educational technologies in 
ophthalmic centres, using online and e-learning 
resources to train ophthalmic personnel, 
teaching ophthalmic subspecialties in developed 
and developing countries, and assessment 
of clinical skills of residents, practicing 
ophthalmologists and subspecialists. 

“We try to keep the programme fresh and 
make sure that it reflects the real needs of 
ophthalmic educators on the ground. that’s why 
we see more emphasis this time around on new 

technologies and e-learning programmes, because 
these are gaining in importance every year. We 
will also be looking at issues of assessment, which 
are often overlooked or underemphasised, and 
how we can be more effective in assessing our 
levels of skills and knowledge,” he said.

the Woec is also seeking to address the 
changing role of the ophthalmologist in modern 
health care.

“In the past, the classic model was one 
ophthalmologist treating the patient in a one-on-
one capacity.  however, that model is gradually 
being replaced by a team approach, where allied 
health personnel play an important role in the 
process and the ophthalmologist increasingly 
delegates tasks to these personnel to enable 
him to make more efficient use of his time and 
expertise,” said Dr tso.

Dr tso said that he was particularly looking 
forward to a special keynote lecture to be given 
at an invitation luncheon by Professor David 
g. Nichols, M.D, Professor of anaesthesiology 
and critical care Medicine at Johns hopkins 
children’s center. 

“Professor Nichols is one of the world’s 
leading authorities on medical education. he 
will be providing us with some insights into 
other medical subspecialties such as cardiology 
and oncology. he will give us some basis for 
comparison with ophthalmology. It is always 
useful to have a perspective from outside our 
discipline,” said Dr tso.

above all, Dr tso said that it is vital for all 
ophthalmologists, young or old, to never lose 
sight of the true goal of education as elucidated 
by confucius – you tell me, I will forget; you 
show me, I will remember; you involve me, I will 
understand.

“I think this sums up our entire educational 
philosophy. With better education we will 
ultimately have better eye care and can bring 
ophthalmic communities together to help 
reduce the burden of blindness and visual 
handicap all over the world. that is a noble 
cause and one worth pursuing,” he said.

“With better education we 
will ultimately have better 
eye care and can bring 
ophthalmic communities 
together to help reduce the 
burden of blindness and 
visual handicap all over the 
world. That is a noble cause 
and one worth pursuing”
Mark Tso MD 
International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO)

Mark Tso MD
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Women break new  
ground at WOC 2012
THE first ever Forum for Women In 
Ophthalmology (WIO) held at WOC 2012 
attracted a high-level international panel of 
distinguished ophthalmologists and specialists.

The Forum, chaired by Dr Susan MacDonald, 
was set up to enhance and improve the 
professional environment for women 
ophthalmologists.

vice President of the WOC, Dr. Manal Taryam 
said that empowering women ophthalmologists 
will have a positive impact on the wider segment of 
society, as specialist female doctors can have access 
to women patients in the Gulf region much more 
easily than male doctors.

“WOC 2012 not only transcends borders, but 
it should also rise above gender issues. We should 
all be working together to eradicate preventable, 
treatable eye diseases,” she said. Dr Taryam 
is a tireless campaigner for improved eye care 
services and treatment, a member of the National 
Committee for Prevention of Blindness and 
president of the Emirates Ophthalmic Society.

The current President of Women in 
Ophthalmology, Dr. Lynn K. Gordon, said that 
WIO encourages diversity, impartiality, economic 
parity and strives to cultivate new opportunities 
for leadership, education and public service in the 
field of ophthalmology for ourselves and future 
generations. She said that the WIO forum in Abu 
Dhabi represented a perfect opportunity for the 
organization to reach beyond its traditional United 
States base. 

“We have a unique niche in the US, and have 
been very successful,” she said.  “WIO’s success 
has evolved to be a global effort through the 
outreach efforts of WIO members globally. 
Female ophthalmologists are beginning to meet 
and are looking to the WIO to connect with their 
counterparts across the globe, which is a very 
positive development,” she said.

The first WIO forum covered a diverse range 

of topics focusing on issues such as the status of 
women ophthalmologists in different parts of 
the world, potential career obstacles, equality in 
training, leadership developments and national and 
international networking. 

WIO leaders say that their experiences can be 
shared in a proactive, non-competitive climate 
that is structured to help women ophthalmologists 
achieve personal goals and keenly manoeuvre their 
way through professional obstacles.

WIO has created an ‘International Membership 
Taskforce’ to help navigate obstacles faced by 
female practitioners.

Further information about WIO and its activities 
can be obtained online at: www.wioonline.org. 

FULSOME tribute was paid to the tireless 
advocacy work of Dr Mark Tso who will be 
stepping down as Director of Education for the 
International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) 
after the World Congress of Ophthalmology in 
Abu Dhabi.

At a special World Ophthalmic Educational 
Colloquium luncheon, Dr Tso was presented 
with a special plaque by Bruce Spivey, President 
of ICO, in recognition of his efforts to promote 
ophthalmic education over more than a decade. 

“This is Dr Tso’s last year in charge of the 
WOEC, and I think it is fair to say that without 
him there might not have been a WOEC at all, 
and certainly not the successful colloquium 
we have today,” said Dr Spivey. “We are truly 
grateful to Dr Tso for all the incredible work he 
has done over the years. Normally we have a rule 
in ICO that 8 years is the maximum time that any 
individual can stay in one post. The fact that Dr 
Tso has now been Director of Education for 12 
years tells you everything you need to know about 
his inspirational leadership skills and energy,” he 
said. 

Dr Tso said that he believed that the time was 
right to hand over the reins to someone else and 
that he had every confidence that his successor, 

Karl Golnik, would do an excellent job and 
was ideally equipped to take the WOEC and 
education issues to the next level.

Looking back over his 12 years in charge, 
Dr Tso said that there were a number of 
achievements of which he was particularly proud. 

Firstly, he pinpointed the advances made in 
creating ophthalmic educational curricula.

“When we started 12 years ago, we did not 
have any good curricula which form the basic 
framework of education. Now, however, we 
have curriculum training for residents, medical 
students, and allied health personnel, which is a 
hugely positive development,” he said. 

Another source of pride is the fact these 
curricula are now finding their way into training 
colleges and academies all over the world.

“This has really begun to take off in the last 
four years. We always had the educational 
material available online on the Internet but we 
are now seeing a major push in implementing 
these curricula which is transforming information 
into knowledge. The ICO resident curriculum is 
now recognised by the European Union and it 
has been translated into a number of languages 
and is being used in Asia, South America, and 
Africa which is very encouraging,” he said.

Become an
ESCRS member
New educational 
opportunities free to all members:
ESCRS On Demand
iLearn –  online CME accredited 
 learning platform

In addition to:
Subscription to the 
Journal of Cataract and Refractive Surgery

Reduced ESCRS Congress Fees

For further information,
visit the ESCRS Booth at 6C55

Dr Manal Taryam

Dr Bruce Spivey, president ICO, presenting Dr Mark Tso with a special plaque for his efforts in promoting ophthalmic education

Tribute paid to Dr Mark Tso’s tireless advocacy
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A feast of science and education at WOC 2012

tHe backbone of any medical 
congress is the scientific programme 
and the World Ophthalmology 
Congress 2012 is no exception.

With over 500 sessions and more 
than 2,000 internationally recognised 
speakers scheduled to present in abu 
Dhabi covering 35 subspecialty and 
other key themes in ophthalmology 
and ocular health, the WOC 2012 
scientific programme will showcase all 
the latest developments and clinical 
updates in a discipline where the pace 
of change never slackens.

the goal is to enable delegates to 
select from a diverse and stimulating 
programme, covering the broad 
spectrum of ophthalmology, explains 
Professor Peter Wiedemann, 
Chairman of the WOC 2012 scientific 
Programme.

“It has been a lot of organizing 
and hard work but I think we can be 
proud of the excellent programme 
that we have put together for WOC 
2012. the real challenge in putting 
together a programme of this nature is 
to give as comprehensive an overview 
of ophthalmology and all its various 
fields as much as possible,” he said.

according to Prof. Wiedemann, it 
is this diversity that gives the WOC its 
unique character.

“I think what really sets the WOC 
programme apart is the fact that 
there are so many different societies 
who present their own interests and 

specialisms. there is probably no 
other meeting in the world which 
gathers together such a diverse range 
of topics – cataract, retina, ocular 
surface, cornea, ophthalmic education, 
history, and so forth – all under one 
umbrella,” he said.

as Prof. Wiedemann notes, the 
WOC scientific Programme really 
does offer something for everyone.

“If you are interested in retina, for 
instance, there is more than enough 
to keep you busy just with retina for 
five days. the same goes for cataract, 
refractive surgery, glaucoma and so 

forth. the appeal for many delegates, 
however, is to be able to overlap and 
see what is happening in related fields 
outside your own subspecialty,”  
he said.

While such diversity is the tried-
and-trusted hallmark of the WOC 
scientific Programme, the organisers 
are always keen to innovate and 
introduce new features into the 
formula.

“It is important to try to keep things 
fresh and explore new approaches 
without making wholesale changes,” 
said Prof. Wiedemann. “so we have 
sessions such as the invited video 
programme, the Ophthalmic Premier 
league, which was a big success 
in Berlin, and also the ICO World 
Ophthalmology Quiz. the idea is to 
have some fun in among the serious 
science too,” he added.

as with previous WOC meetings, 

education and global ophthalmology 
will be given due prominence in the 
2012 programme schedule.

“this is a popular aspect of the 
WOC programme. In abu Dhabi we 
will have a lot of educational sessions 
and we are also happy to put the 
emphasis on global ophthalmology 
and highlight issues of relevance to 
ophthalmology in the developing 
world, which are perhaps overlooked 
in other meetings,” he said.

One of the main concerns of the 
scientific committee is to keep the 
scientific content at the leading edge 
of knowledge and technology in order 
to meet delegates’ expectations, said 
Prof. Wiedemann. 

“the field of ophthalmology is 
advancing every day and the challenge 
is to cover all aspects of modern 
ophthalmology, coordinate all the 
scientific sessions and ensure that the 

delegates learn, enjoy and interact 
with their colleagues,” he said. 

While weighing topics, sifting 
abstracts and refining scheduling 
conflicts are all part-and-parcel of 
the job of chairman of the scientific 
programme, Prof. Wiedemann said 
that the most difficult aspect of the job 
is actually getting people to respond 
to queries.

“the job is relatively straightforward 
if people answer directly and say 
whether they can participate or not. 
But if they do not respond, you are 
left in a sort of limbo that makes 
organising the programme so much 
more difficult than it should be. Other 
than that, I would say that being 
responsible for such a wide-ranging 
programme has been a very positive 
and enjoyable experience,” he said.

Prof. Wiedemann also paid tribute 
to the many collaborators who played 
a key role in bringing the WOC 
scientific Programme to fruition.

“I want to express my sincere 
gratitude to the scientific Programme 
Committee and to the session 
coordinators, Chairs and speakers, 
as well as all the staff of ICO and 
MeaCO and the convention organizer 
Meeting Minds,” he said.

ADneC is magnet  
for events in UAe
OPeNeD in 2007 by HH sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed al Nahyan, President 
of the Uae, aDNeC (abu Dhabi National exhibition Centre) has proved 
a magnet for events of every kind playing an important support role in abu 
Dhabi’s 2030 Vision. 

the annual World Future energy summit, the general assembly 
meeting of the UN’s IReNa (International Renewable energy agency), 
biennial mega-expos such as the International Defence exhibition & 
Conference (IDeX), and aDIPeC (abu Dhabi International Petroleum 
exhibition & Conference), concerts by sir tom Jones and Harry Connick 
Jr., are among the nearly 1000 events that have been staged at the award-
winning venue over the last few years.

aDNeC has 73,000 sqm of inter-connected indoor event space and 
60,000sqm of outdoor event space (including 20,000sqm of waterfront 
space); 19 meeting rooms; 2 on-site hotels – the 5-star Hyatt Capital gate 
and 4-star aloft abu Dhabi; an abu Dhabi International airport check-in 
located inside the venue – the only exhibition venue in the region with such 
a facility, and two car-parks with a combined capacity for 6,000 vehicles. 

Other facilities for visitor convenience include numerous award-winning 
F&B outlets, a bank, car rental agency, post office and courier, florist, and 
currency exchange. 

aDNeC was named ‘World’s leading Meetings & Conference Centre’ 
at the 2011 World travel awards. Other awards include ‘Best International 
Venue’ –at both the exhibition News awards and association of event 
Venues awards for 2010 and 2011). aDNeC has also been commended 
for its outstanding contribution to sustainability at the Middle east event 
awards, two years in a row. 

the venue staged 231 events in 2011 – a 56% increase. It recently 
received an IsO 9001:2008 certification further endorsing its status as a 
leading exhibition, conference and event venue in the Middle east region. 

 5 ‘must-dos’ at ADNEC 
•	 Dine	at	18˚	(degrees)	–	the	signature	restaurant	at	Hyatt	Capital	Gate	

to experience the intriguing flavors of the eastern Mediterranean while 
taking in bird’s eye views of abu Dhabi city and its coastline. 

•	 Taste	the	camel	meat	pizza	at	Olivia’s.	Located	on	the	ground	floor	of	the	
aDNeC grandstand. Olivia’s ranks second in the timeOut’s list of ‘top 
10 pizzerias in town’ 

•	 Indulge	at	the	Rayana	Spa,	Abu	Dhabi’s	only	“sky	spa,”	perched	on	the	
19th floor of the Hyatt Capital gate hotel. 

•	 Visit	Relax@12	at	Aloft	Abu	Dhabi	and	treat	yourself	to	Oriental	bites,	
yummy tapas and a sassy sushi selection. as the evening falls, the space 
fades to majestic night view over the city as the DJ gets you in the groove. 

•	 Complete	your	Airport	check-in	formalities	for	your	return	flight,	at	the	
abu Dhabi International airport check-in facility located on the ground 
floor of aDNeC (near the entrance to the aloft abu Dhabi). list of 
airlines handled is displayed at the entrance to the check-in facility. 

“There is probably no other meeting in the world 
which gathers together such a diverse range of 
topics – cataract, retina, ocular surface, cornea, 
ophthalmic education, history, and so forth – all 
under one umbrella”
Professor Peter Wiedemann 
Chairman of the WOC 2012 Scientific Programme

Peter Wiedemann
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From Medscape Medical News 
Behind the Scenes at World Ophthalmology Congress 2012 
An Expert Interview With Peter Wiedemann, MD 

Neil Canavan, MSc 

February 22, 2012 (Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates) — Editor's note: Peter Wiedemann, MD, professor of 

ophthalmology at the University of Leipzig, Germany, served as chair of the scientific program for the World 

Ophthalmology Congress (WOC) 2012.  

His duties as chair included the selection of topics for the more than 500 scientific sessions, representing 35 

ophthalmology subspecialties, and coordinating the recruitment of 2000 internationally recognized guest 

speakers.  

Medscape Medical News spoke with Dr. Wiedemann at the meeting. 

Medscape: What are some of the challenges you faced organizing WOC 2012? 

Dr. Wiedemann: The first thing you have to do is to think about your audience. I have tried to organize it so 

that every day there is something for everyone. If you want to spend the whole day hearing about retina or 

glaucoma, you can do that. On the other hand, there are plenty of opportunities to branch out a bit, and take in 

information you might not be familiar with. 

Second, I had to be mindful of the region in which the meeting was being held. Each biannual congress is 

convened in a different part of the world; this year it was the Middle East, in 2014 the meeting will be in Japan, 

in 2016, Mexico. Each region has slightly different ophthalmologic concerns. 

For example, there was a push by the programming committee to have sessions for pediatric eye diseases, 

which are not at all prevalent in Europe or North America. 

Medscape: What subjects stand out at WOC 2012? 

Dr. Wiedemann: There was a surprising amount of interest in oncology at this meeting.... I'm not quite sure 

why. 

Education is also a big for this congress. A lot of effort at this meeting is aimed at how to educate teams for eye 

care; not just training individual ophthalmologists, but educating ophthalmologists so that they can lead eye 

care teams. 

Medscape: There seemed to be an effort to include optometrists in some of the education sessions. 
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ONE of the integral features of the World Ophthalmology Congress® is 
the Medal Awards presented in recognition of outstanding achievement in 
various fields of ophthalmology.

At the WOC Opening Ceremony, the Bietti Medal and Tadeusz 
Krwawicz Gold Medal were presented to Rosario Brancato, MD and Alan 
Charles Bird, MD respectively.

The Bietti Medal and Tadeusz Krwawicz Gold Medal are awarded by the 
International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) Board every four years.

The Bietti Medal recognizes ophthalmologists who facilitate international 
communications in the ophthalmic community. 

The 2012 recipient, Professor Rosario Brancato was honoured for his 
pioneering work utilizing imaging techniques and lasers to treat patients 
with retinal and macular diseases. 

Dr Brancato, Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
Ophthalmology and Director of the School of Ophthalmology at the 
University Hospital San Raffaele in Milan has authored several textbooks 
and monographs and over 940 articles in scientific journals over the course 
of his career. 

He is also Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal of Ophthalmology. 
He will deliver a memorial lecture commemorating G. B. Bietti in Rome, 
where he will be received by the Fondazione Bietti.

The other key award, the Tadeusz Krwawicz Gold Medal, recognizes 
those who have made advances in diseases of the anterior segment and/or 
introduction of new technologies as well as having advanced international 
relationships among ophthalmologists. 

The recipient Professor Alan Charles Bird, MD received the honour 
in recognition of his work in advancing the understanding of macular 
degeneration and retinal dystrophies, including work on sickle cell disease 
in Jamaica, and also the development of a new standard of treatment for 
river blindness in Africa.

Dr Bird is one of the world’s experts on the treatment of retinal 
vascular disease and genetic and degenerative retinal disorders. He has 
published numerous papers, and his research has contributed to important 
breakthroughs in the understanding of retinal disease such as retinal 
dystrophies and age-related macular disease.

Although Dr Bird has retired from full-time clinical practice, he 
continues his research and teaching as the Emeritus Professor at London 
University and Honorary Consultant, Moorfields Eye Hospital. Dr Bird will 
present the Tadeusz Krwawicz Memorial Lecture at the national meeting of 
the Polish Ophthalmological Society.

President Professor Shikgeaki Ohno, MD, PhD was presented with 
the G.O.H Naumann Award in recognition of his work in the areas of 
ocular allergology, ocular infectious conjunctivitis, uveitis and ocular 
inflammation.
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WOC rewards 
achievement

Bruce Spivey with Professor Rosario Brancato, winner of the 2012 Bietti Medal 

Bruce Spivey with Professor Alan Charles Bird, winner of the Tadeusz Krwawicz Gold Medal

Buce Spivey with Professor Shikgeaki Ohno, winner of the G.O.H. Naumann Award


